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This document was produced by and is copyright to the Stocksbridge Walkers are Welcome group.  

Walkers are Welcome UK is a nationwide network which aims to encourage towns and villages to be ‘welcoming to walkers.’ 
 

Stocksbridge Walkers are Welcome  
                                    www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk 
 

 

Short Walk: Oxspring Circular 
 

• Length – 4.25 miles (6.75 km) 

• Grade - Country lanes, woods and fields with well-marked paths (and stiles). Includes a mix of both 
gentle and steep climbs. Can be very muddy in parts 

• Start – Car park at Sports Ground, Sheffield Road, Oxspring S36 8YQ 

• Grid Reference – SE 271 019 

• Maps – OL1 Dark Peak, OS Explorer 278 

• Parking – start 

• Refreshments – Wagon and Horses (Oxspring) 

• Public Toilets – none on this route 

• Public Transport –21 and 21a bus routes (Barnsley/Penistone) pass through Oxspring 

 
Description 

 
Starting in Oxspring, this short walk takes you on the TPT, through woods, close to the River Don and 
over the Rumtickle Viaduct. 

 
The Trans Pennine Trail (TPT), is a route for walkers, cyclists and horse riders linking the North and 
Irish seas, which passes through the Pennines, alongside rivers and canals and through historic 
towns and cities in the North of England. 

 
 

 
 

Rumtickle Viaduct (10) 

http://www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk/index.html
http://www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk/
http://www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk/
http://thewaggon-oxspring.co.uk/
http://www.transpenninetrail.org.uk/
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Route Instructions 

1 
1.   Leave the car park, turning right onto Sheffield 

Road. After 20 m, turn right onto the marked path 
and proceed across the field to a tunnel under the 
TPT. After passing under the tunnel, take a sharp 
left up steps onto the TPT (1) and turn left towards 
Penistone. 

 
2.   Continue along the trail for ~800 m, then, at the 

second road bridge (SK 265 023), take a sharp 
right to leave the trail (2). 

 
3.   Turn left and follow The Willows until you meet the 

main road, the B6462. Cross and then pass through 
the kissing gate which is 25 m to your left. 

  
4.   Cross the field away from the road, descending 

steeply towards a stile on the far side. Cross the 
stile (4), descend the steps and bear left onto 
Willow Lane. Cross Willow Bridge. 

 
Packhorses were first used ~1200. Willow Bridge (1734) was 

on the route from Unsliven Bridge (Stocksbridge) to Silkstone 

to Leeds. It is just wide enough to let a line of ponies cross. 

 
5.   Continue, onto Holly Lane, passing between two 

stone walls as you climb. You will reach a TPT sign 
post. Follow the sign, right; ‘Silkstone Common.’ 
Bear left at the next sign, ascending between two 
rows of trees. Then right, ‘To ruins of Oxspring 
Lodge.’ 

 
The adjacent bench has the words: ‘WORTH, Sveinn has 2 
carucates of land taxable: 2 ploughs possible there. Value 
before 1066, 20s. Woodland pasture, 6 furlongs long and 3 
wide.’ 

4 
This is a quote from the 1086 Domesday Book. At that time, 
the manor of Oxspring (then Ospring) was owned by Lord 
Sveinn, who also owned [Rough]Birchworth. The combined 
manors had the (small) value of 2 gelds. 

 
A carucate, derived from the Latin word caruca, meaning 
plough, is a measure of land area used in Danelaw. It is the 
amount of land which a plough team of eight oxen could till 
in a single annual season. 

 
Grade II listed, 29 arch Penistone Viaduct is away to your 
right. This was built by Sir John Hawkshaw in 1850.  

 
6.   Cross the stone stile and walk along the top edge of 
the field. Oxspring is to your right. At the end of the field, 
bear right then, after 40 m left, into the next field. With 
the wall on your left, follow the edge of another field (6). 
At the bench, cross the stone stile. 

 
On your left, you pass the remains of Oxspring Manor 
House, also referred to as 'The Lodge.’ This was built in a 
half-timber, half-stone 'post and truss' style by Godfrey 

2 

6 
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Bosville of Gunthwaite Hall and completed in 1580. The Hall 7 
became a hunting lodge and meeting place of the Oxspring 
Manor Court in addition to being let out to tenant farmers. 

The Hall fell into ruin in the first decade of the C20
th
. It 

is the site of the original settlement of Oxspring, as 
mentioned in the 1086 Doomesday Book. 

 
7.   As you reach the buildings, keep to the left of the 

track. Pass through a metal stile (to the left of a 
metal gate), walk between two walls, then after 
another 30 m, turn right over a marked stile, adjacent 
to the wall of an out-building (7).                                 

 
8.   Descend across the field, then turn left onto the 

track. When you reach the main road, go straight 
across and follow the marked path. This is roughly 
parallel to the River Don which is across the field to 
your right (8). 

 
9.   Keep following this path, initially parallel to a large 

pipe (diameter ~ 1 m). After 500 m, you will cross 
the road at Thurgoland Bridge, entering ‘Cheese 
Bottom.’ Ignore the stile on your left and cross the 
cattle grid which is 10 m further. 10 

 
10. Continue following the track, passing Cheese Bottom 

Water Treatment Works on your right. At Cheese 
Bottom Farm bear left, ascending as you pass the 
farm on your right. After the farm, take the wooden 
stile on your right and cross two fields, descending 
towards the River Don. Cross the next stile and 
continue. On your right is Rumtickle Viaduct. 

 
Barnsley Council sign-boards call this Romticle Viaduct, 
local newspapers call it Rumtickle Viaduct and 1940s LNER 11 
plans call it Romptickle Viaduct. Built in 1844 from local 
faced  Ashar Stone, it formed part of the Sheffield to 

Manchester Railway which opened on 22
nd

.December 1845. 
Engineered by Barnsley native Joseph Locke, it was built by 
the  Sheffield, Ashton-Under-Lyne and Manchester Railway. 
In 1847 the railway merged with the  Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Junction Railway, the Great Grimsby and 
Sheffield Junction Railway, and the Grimsby Docks 
Company, becoming the 'Manchester, Sheffield & 

Lincolnshire Railway.' In 1897 it was renamed as the Great 
Central Railway (GCR). Ownership passed to The London 12 
and North Eastern Railway (LNER) in 1923, and finally 
to British Railways Eastern Region in 1948. 

 

In 1948, six trains went daily each way between Sheffield, 
Penistone and Manchester. The first electric goods train 
passed through Penistone in February 1952. In 1970, 
passenger services between Sheffield Victoria and 
Manchester ceased. Since then Sheffield to Manchester 
passenger services have been forced to use the longer 
Hope Valley Route. 

 
In 1981, the Woodhead line closed as a through route 
between Sheffield and Manchester following a BR drive to 
cut costs and the reduction in freight trains using the line 

8 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashlar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Locke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield%2C_Ashton-Under-Lyne_and_Manchester_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield_and_Lincolnshire_Junction_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield_and_Lincolnshire_Junction_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheffield_and_Lincolnshire_Junction_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Grimsby_and_Sheffield_Junction_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Grimsby_and_Sheffield_Junction_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Grimsby_and_Sheffield_Junction_Railway
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Central_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LNER
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between the Yorkshire coalfields and Power Stations in the 
13

 
North West. 

 
11. Continue along the path to the left, ascending. At 

the top, cross the stile to reach the TPT (11). 
 

12. Turn right towards Penistone (12) and cross 
Rumtickle Viaduct. At the next crossing (‘Backmoor 
Crossing’ SK 274 013) turn left (signed, ‘Snowden 
Hill’). 

 

If you wish to shorten the walk at this point, continue along 
14

 
the trail leaving at the next main exit, down the steps and 
under the tunnel, to return to your start point. 

 
13. After 200 m, when the track bends to the left, either 

walk through the large opening in the wall or cross 
the stone stile which is ahead of you and continue 
keeping the wall on your right, following the line of 
telegraph poles (13). Continue across two fields, 
climbing stone stiles as you slowly ascend.  

 

14. After crossing a stone stile into the third field 
turn immediately right for 25 m, and take the 
stone stile (14). 

  
15. Go left until you reach the corner of the field, then 

bear right, keeping the wall on your left. At the end of 
the field, continue slowly descending, keeping the 
wall on your right. When you reach the corner of the 
field join the track and bear left. 

 
16. You will reach the TPT at the tunnel which you used 

at the start (16). Crossing the field, return to the 
start. 

 

 
Signpost (15) and 

Willow Bridge (4) 

16 
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www.stocksbridge-walkers.org.uk 
 
 

Historical information on the area is available from Stocksbridge and District History Society:  http://www.stocksbridgehs.co.uk/ 
 

Please utilise the ‘contact’ link on our website if you wish to suggest any amendments to these instructions 
 

Except where expressly stated to the contrary, copyright in the text, graphics and information contained in this web site (including downloads) is 
owned by Stocksbridge Walkers are Welcome. You may print, or download to a personal computer, extracts for personal use. Permanent 

copying and/or storage of whole or part of this web site or the information contained therein or reproduction or incorporation of any part of it in 
any other work or publication whether paper or electronic media or any other form is expressly prohibited unless agreed otherwise. 

 
Material available from our website, including downloadable .pdf files, is provided for information purposes only. Whilst every care is taken in 

compiling information we do not make any warranties or representations as to its accuracy or reliability. We may make changes to this material 
at any time without notice. Certain information on the website may contain typographical or other errors or be out of date, and we make no 
commitment to update such information. We and any third parties referred to on the website assume no responsibility for how you use the 

information provided through the website. 
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